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“Still 25 in 2025” – discussion panel  

at “Economic Forum of Young Leaders” 

8th September 2006, Nowy S� cz, Poland 

 

 

The idea of organizing such a panel emerged on the XV Economic Forum and was suggested 

by Mrs. Ewa Labno-Falecka, PR Director in DaimlerChrysler Automotive Poland in 

cooperation with Mr. Marcin Piatkowski, Advisor to the Executive Director at the 

International Monetary Fund and the Scientific Patron of the Students’ Science Club “Little 

Tigers” at Leon Kozminski Academy of Entrepreneurship and Management. 

(www.tiger.edu.pl/tygryski , www.tiger.edu.pl, www.kozminski.edu.pl ) 

     The main objective for organizing the Panel was the education of young business and 

social leaders. In the times of global political and economic integration it is also very 

important to strengthen the cross-cultural integration especially with the neighbouring 

countries. Above all the Forum was expected to be a place for affiliating international students 

with each other.  

For the first time the organizers of The XVI Forum invited students from the Central and 

Eastern Europe, who will soon be the politicians, scientists and the business leaders, to 

discuss the future of Europe.  

 

The students came from four countries: 

- Olena Rabtsun (Ukraine), student of the Faculty of Economic Sciences of the National 

University of “Kyiv-Mohyla Academy” 

- Martin Pokora (Czech Republic), student of the University of Economics in Prague 

- Marek Micuch (Slovakia), student of postgradual studies at University of Economics 

in Prague 

- Marek Hudik (Czech Republic), student of postgraduate studies at University of 

Economics in Prague 

- Balazs Kiss (Hungary), Phd student at the University ELTE in Budapest 
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The student’s tasks and requirements were: 

- To write up to 10-pages essay in English under the title: “The future of Europe” that 

was supposed to be an analytical view on the Europe in the year 2025 based on the 

present trends and changes.  

- Each essay had to include students’ thesis that were discussed during the discussion 

panel. 

 
 
 
 
On 6th September students came to  Cracow very early in the morning. President of the “Little 

Tigers Scientific Club”, Aleksandra Lubicz and the Vice President, Pawe
 Sobczak had been 

already waiting for them. First event in the schedule was the trip around Cracow. In the 

afternoon all of the students left Cracow and went to Krynica Spa by car (by courtesy of the 

DaimlerChrysler Automotive Poland). 

 
 

 
Martin, Marek, Balazs, Marek, Olena, Pawel 
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7th September began early. Students were participating in discussion panels of the XVI 

Economic Forum. In the evening they took part in one of the official banquets, where they 

met and talked to many famous people from science and business spheres of the Central and 

Eastern Europe. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

On the 8th of September tha atmosphere was a little bit tense. The schedule was very tight. In 

the morning – taking part in the XVI Economic Forum, in the afternoon – preparation for the 

“Still 25 in 2025” discussion panel, way to the Nowy S� cz, in the evening – main event – 

students’ own lectures and debate about the future of Europe, seen by the young people. 
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Balazs, Olena, Marek, Marek, Martin 
 
 

 

Students’ knowledge and involvement were admirable. Their thesis triggered of discussion, 

that only the host of the panel – Mr Janusz Lewandowski, member of the European 

Parliament, was able to stop. 

 
Students’ thesis: 
 
Marek Micuch 
 

1. Common currency Euro circulates among member countries of the EMU – it continuously fulfill the role of medium 
of exchange and unit of account for 23 years 

 
2. Economic and  monetary union has now 29 member countries – there are 12 founding countries together with 

Britain, Sweden and Denmark, 10 countries which enlarged EU in year 2004, Switzerland and Bulgaria, Romania 
and Croatia gathered in EMU 

 
3. Euro is being exchanged against USD at exchange rate 1 EUR = 0.90 USD and against Yuan at exchange rate 1 

EUR = 6 Yuans – Euro exchange rate now meets long run purchasing power parity condition in both exchange 
rate pars. In the long run it have been depreciating against USD as well as Yuan 

 
4. Economic area represented by economies of member states of EMU is not the optimum currency area according to 

Mundell (1961) – crucial deviations from being an optimum currency area are caused by labor market rigidities 
and asymmetric business cycles   
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Marek Hudík 
 

1. EU needs a short and rigid constitution clearly defining the ‘rules of the game’. Such constitution should avoid 
formulation of specific politic and economic goals. 

 
2. EU level should posses the functions of the minimal state – i.e. it should restrict itself to enforcement of the rules. 

Fiscal competence should be in the hands of the member states. Member states should provide public goods for its 
citizens under the mutual competition. 

 
3. As a guard against inflation, a competition in currency should be introduced. This system serves the purpose 

better than just precommitment of the monopolist central bank to a certain rule. 
 

4. In the light of future enlargement there is a great chance to strengthen and further preserve the fiscal competition. I 
am somewhat skeptic about the introduction of currency competition in the near future. Both constitutional reforms 
require a change in the mind set of people. 

 
Balazs Kiss 
 

1. The followers of the European Citizenship declare that the European Citizenship not only connected to the national 
identity. Starting-point we should declare that the basics of a modern citizenship make up the nation and the 
national relation, but it is not a permanent situation because it had not connected together before the modern age. 
The national spirit and the citizenship connected only in the years of the national states in the 19th and 20th century. 
Hopefully in the 21st century by the progress of the European integration will be able to imagine in the year of 
2025 a citizen identity, without the national spirit. 

 
2. While the European citizenship will be establish, the first meaning of the nation, the “nation of state” became 

empty. The main concrete of state, the citizenship, became into supranational level and it means, that there won’t 
be any meaning of the “nation of state” 

 
3. In one way it’s good that in English we can easily communicate each other, but it has quite so many dangers. We 

can not transmit many verbs, meanings, local habits, spirits and feelings in English. That’s why we’ll hope that in 
regional level, the closeness of the people instinctive us to learn beside the English our national (regional) 
languages, polish, Slovak or Hungarian. 

 
4. The other aim of our research in primarily to map the direction, scale, nature and trends of the Hungarian-Slovak 

cross border labour movement, focusing especially on its impact on the social and economic conditions of the 
border region. 

 
5. The aim of the Gy� r-Dunajska-Streda Pact is primarily cooperation, an increase in both the Hungarian and Slovak 

employment rates and reduction in the unemployment rate on both sides, the development of new work places 
cooperatively with business in the region, and this kind of pacts will appear in Ukraine and as well in Belarus in 
2025. 

 
Olena Rabtsun 
 

1. Integration and globalization.  Europe of 2025 will be characterized first of all by the extremely high level of 
integration.  One can predict the European Union of 30-35 members on one side, and some kind of integral 
association around Russia on the other side (could be the Russia-Belarus union state, or maybe EURASEC), as 
well as the integration processes further in Asia (for example, the economic or political union of the Central Asian 
countries).  Enlargement of the EU to 30-35 members will result in creating the huge common market, allowing 
economies of scale for the firms, but also will lead to increased tensions between the existing EU members and tax 
reforms in some of them. 

 
2. Due to globalisation, the additional threat will be posed upon the European countries, connected with the 

possibility of terrorist attacks, as well as the internal conflicts in the members of the European society (in the “old” 
and “new” EU members, as well as EU’s neighbours).  Ensuring peace on the continent, and existence of the 
secure, but still open external border will be among the biggest challenges of the enlarged Europe. 

 
3. One of the main focuses of the European society by 2025 will be the sustainable development, thus ensuring the 

economic growth, social development and environment protection at the same time.  Considering the growing 
population of the world, problems with potable water, global climate change and other ecological problems, 
environmental issues will gain even greater importance than they have now.  

 
4. Another challenge for Europe of 2025 will be pursuing knowledge economy, paying special attention to research 

and development, developing the innovative and entrepreneurial potential of the continent, integrating financial 
markets of the European countries and improving the internal markets of the EU countries, as well as other 
European states. 
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Martin Pokora 
 

1. Europe in 2025 will be a full-fledged federation. Even though it has also its disadvantages, the unification process 
leads without restrain towards it. Creation of federation is backed up by adoption of some kind of Constitution and 
substantial reform of institutions. 

 
2. EU as federation will mature in stage where a common fiscal policy is necessity. However, it must be accompanied 

by reform of federal budget and brand new tax system. Monetary and fiscal policies must be independet but co-
operated. In the UE integration process it is no longer sustainable to have 1 monetary and 25+ fiscal policies. 

 
3. Adoption of measures that consolidates economic growth in member states. There will always be differences but 

they should be as small as possible. Wide differences in the economic growth do not make monetary and fiscal as 
much effective as it can really be. 

 
 
 

 
Aleksandra, Marek, Balazs, Marek, Olena, Mr Lewandowski, Martin and Pawel 
 
 

 

 

On 9th of September Aleksandra and Pawe
 took the students back to Cracow, to the Railway 

station. The XVI Economic Forum had finished...  
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That was the most important event in students’s scientific output and the possibility of 

participating in the Forum gave them new chances and wider perspective for creating their 

careers. 

 

The fragment of the letter sent by Martin Pokora:  

“Thank you once again very much for the organization and for our pleasant stay. It was so 

great, you have done everything to make our stay as much comfortable as possible. It was a 

great pleasure to meet you and I think everybody really enjoyed the forum. (...)” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Report written by Aleksandra Lubicz and Pawel Sobczak 
September 2006, Warsaw 


