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INTRODUCTION

ebLearning 1s a relatively new phencomenon for Poland, because the coun-
try 18 al an early stage of Internet development and penetration. Poland
19 Just starting to discover all the advantages embedded 1 IC]. Nev-
ertheless, the changing work environment has contributed to 1ncreas-
g awareness of the role of continuous education and tramning 1n pro-
fessional and personal success. However, while demand for education 18
growing, the capacity of the public sector to satisiy that demand 1s being
challenged. Al the same time, the development of 1UT provides alterna-
tive ways ol delivering higher education.

'The 1CT infrastructure in Poland has been boosted by the stable eco-
normic growth, steady mecrease 1 loreign direct mvestment (FD1) and

government efforts are being made to Improve the broadband network
and to support the IUT mdustry development. The Polish Government
19 1Increasingly more olten recognising elearning as an integral part of
a complete learning envivonment and has fornmlated numerous policies
and laws 1 ovder to enhance investment 1n 1CT and [OT &b in educa-
tiocn and training. All these policies will contribute significantly to the
promotion of web-based or online learning as a method of delivering ed-
ucation and training.

'This book aims at presenfing the development and applicability of
el.earning in Poland. It comprises siX chapters, providing detalled anal-
ya1s ol nstitutional and policy backeround related aspects of elearning,
as well as 168 state and trajectory, 1iis main factors, drivers and barriers.
Chapter | describes the theoretical background of the role of education
i macroeconormic growth and development. The evidence of a positive
relationship between skills and competencies of workers, labour produc-
tivity and income 1s being discussed herve. Further analysis emphasis-
es on eLearning as a factor of knowledge, skills and competences. The
main focus of Chapter 1l 18 on the macro-level trends that are most rel-
evant to the development of lifelong learning and el.earning in Poland.
Albhough these developments seemto have a rather indirect influence on
ebLearning performance, it 18 still valuable to inciude them here, as they
are important for strategic decision-making and policy implications. in
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addibion, they facilitate a betber understanding of the context 1n which
clLearning issues are being analysed. Chapter 111 provides more insight
into the imporiance of eLearning in the current education system in Po-
land, mciudmg a description of the education and tramming system, 1OT
skills and of the atfitudes towards iUl usage. Chapter 1V deals with
the mstitutional structures and resources {(strategies, policies, action
plans and project) with regard to elearning in Poland, Chapter V gives
on overview of the main achievements and shorfeonungs of elearning
in Poland. This part presents a genuine anaivsis of the factors behind
the existing developments of el.earning mn Poland, as well as a hist of the
incentives and barriers to uture elearning development. ''he closing
chapter concludes the report by giving msights into the key pohicy imphr-
cations and the R&D challenges for elearning.
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