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Regional Conference
“From economic transition to European integration:

Two decades of change in South Eastern Europe”
Conference Agenda

Sarajevo, January 27th to 28th 2009
	Objective 

	
South Eastern Europe (SEE) has been subject to profound systemic transition to a market economy during the past two decades. Undoubtedly, a lot has been achieved in terms of economic and individual freedom, prosperity and democratic development since the early 90s. Additional challenges, however, arise from European integration offering new opportunities for sustainable growth but simultaneously putting those SEE countries at risk which prove unable to keep pace with rising competition and to cope with increasing social inequality. 
The regional conference will review patterns and achievements of economic and related legal transition in SEE and lay out the challenges emerging from European integration. The contribution of donors and of national stakeholders in successfully implementing economic and legal reform policies will be discussed. Particular attention will be paid to the relevance of appropriate institutional settings for both successful economic transition and enhancing integration into the European market.

	Participants 

	· Policy makers from SEE partner countries 

· Senior officials from BMZ (German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development) and international donor agencies

· Researchers from Germany and SEE countries

· Executive staff of business associations from SEE countries

· GTZ senior staff, advisors and counterparts from SEE  


	DAY 1: Tuesday, 27th January 2009

	9:30
	Welcome address
Dr. Friedrich Kitschelt, BMZ, Deputy Director General, 
Commissioner for Asia and South-Eastern Europe 


HE Joachim Schmidt, German Ambassador


Mr. Osman Topcagic, Director of the Directorate for European 
Integration for Bosnia & Herzegovina  

Mrs. Maria Schäfer, GTZ, Director General Mediterranean Region, Europe and Central Asian Countries

	10:00
	Introduction
Mr. Roland Gross (Moderator), GTZ, Senior Manager Sustainable Economic Development 

	10:30 


	Morning Session:   
“Europe ahead – challenges of regional and European 


integration for South Eastern Europe” 
                                           Moderation: Mr. Roland Gross 

	
	1)  Keynote speech:       “The social and ecological dimension of future  economic development in South Eastern Europe” 

Dr. Erhard Busek, Former Vice chancellor of Austria, and                                           Former Special Coordinator of the Stability Pact
2)  Panel Discussion:  
Dr. Meglena Plugtschiewa (Vice Prime Minister, Bulgaria)
Dr. Selim Belortaja (Executive Director, Albanian Centre for International Trade)
Mr. Hido Biscevic (Secretary General, Regional Cooperation Council)
Dr. Friedrich Kitschelt (BMZ, Deputy Director General, Commissioner for Asia and South-Eastern Europe) 


	12:30 – 15:00
	Lunch break


	13:00 – 13:30
	Press conference


	15:00


	Afternoon Session:      “20 years of transition – success factors and lessons learnt regarding the future challenges in South Eastern Europe”
Moderation: Mrs. Cornelia Richter, GTZ, Director General Planning and Development Department

	
	1) Keynote speech:    “An enabling environment for systemic change – how institutional settings influenced economic transition in SEE“
Prof. Grzegorz W. Kolodko, Director of the Transformation, Integration and Globalization Economic Research (TIGER) Institute
2) Panel Discussion: 
Dr. Andrej Horvat (Former State Secretary, Government Office for Growth, Slovenia; Director of  "Re-forma, Research & Development" Consultancy, Ljubljana/Slovenia) 

Prof. Dr. Tanja Miscevic (Prof. at the Faculty for Political Science, Former Director of the Secretariat for European Integration at the Prime Minister Office of the Republic of Serbia)
Mr. Slobodan Mikac (Croatian Investors Organization) 

Mr. Damir Miljevic (Association of Employers of RS, Bosnia & Herzegovina) 

Mr. Thomas Waldraff (GTZ, Country Director Regional Office Balkan States, Montenegro) 


	17:00
	Closing remarks
Mrs. Maria Schäfer, GTZ, Director General Mediterranean

Region, Europe and Central Asian Countries 


	DAY 2: Wednesday, 28th January 2009

	09:00
	Welcome address       
Dr. Elke Siehl, GTZ, Director Division Europe, Caucasus and 
Central Asia

	09:15
	Introduction                 
Mr. Roland Gross, Moderator

	09:30
	Break-out sessions: 
“Challenges for South Eastern Europe emerging from EU 
integration”


	
	Five thematic sessions on the following topics:
Session IIIa:   Regional economic integration (Moderator: Mr. Rainer Engels, GTZ)
Session IIIb:   Legal and regulatory reforms (Moderator: Mr. Thomas Meyer, GTZ)
Session IIIc:   Energy and resource efficiency (Moderator: Mr. Detlef Schreiber, GTZ)
Session IIId:   EU cohesion policy and structural funds (Moderator: Mr. Eike Vater, GTZ)
Session IIIe:   Social protection (Moderator: Mrs. Dorothea Rischewski, GTZ)


	
	Coffee break during the break-out sessions

	11:30
	Plenary session:
Wrap-up of break-out sessions  

	13:00
	Closing remarks
Dr. Elke Siehl, GTZ, Director Division Europe, Caucasus and
       

Central Asia

	END of the Conference

	13:15
	Lunch

	14:30
	GTZ-internal meeting of the SELLER sector network

Discussion of major findings of the conference

	18:00
	END of the SELLER meeting
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