
Doing Business  

in Poland 

Warsaw 

December 14, 2011 

Dr. Marcin PiŃtkowski 
Senior Economist, the World Bank 

Assistant Professor, TIGER, 

Kozminski University,  



Outline 

ÅResults of the World Bankôs 

Doing Business 2012 report 

ÅWhy Poland is an attractive place 

to invest 

ÅReforms needed for Poland to 

continue to attract investment: 

the Warsaw Consensus 
 

 



What does Doing Business measure? 

      Doing Business indicators: 

V Focus on regulations relevant to the life 

cycle of a small to medium-sized domestic 

business. 
 

V Are built on standardized case scenarios. 
 

V Are measured for the most populous city in 

each country. 
 

V Are focused on the formal sector. 

DO NOT measure all aspects of the business environment such as 
macroeconomic stability, corruption, level of labor skills, proximity to 
markets, or of regulation specific to foreign investment or financial 
markets. 
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Doing Business indicators ï 11 areas of business regulation 

(9 included in the DB2011 ranking; 10 in DB2012) 

Start-up Expansion  Operations Insolvency 

·Starting a 

business 

Minimum capital 

requirement, 

procedures, time 

and cost  

 

·Registering property 

Procedures, time and 

cost  

·Getting credit 

Credit information 

systems 

Movable collateral laws 

·Protecting investors 

Disclosure and liability in 

related party 

transactions 

·Enforcing contracts 

Procedures, time and 

cost to resolve a 

commercial dispute 

         

 

·Dealing with 

construction permits 

Procedures, time and 

cost 

·Paying taxes 

Payments, time and Total 

Tax Rate 

·Trading across 

borders 

Documents, time and 

cost 

·Getting electricity  

Procedures, time and 

cost 

·Employing workers 

(annex) 

·Resolving 

insolvency 

(formerly 

Closing a 

business) 

Time, cost and 

recovery rate 

 

Property rights 
Investor protection 
Access to credit 

Entry  
 
 

Administrative burden  
Flexibility in hiring 
 

Recovery rate 
Reallocation of 
assets 
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What's new in Doing Business 2012? 

2007 
175 economies 

2008 
178 economies 

2009 
181 economies 

2010 
183 economies 

2011 
183 economies 

2012 
183 economies 

·Starting a 

business 

·Dealing with 

construction 

permits 

·Employing 

workers 

·Registering 

property 

·Getting 

credit 

·Protecting 

investors 

·Paying 

taxes 

·Trading 

across 

borders 

·Enforcing 

contracts 

·Resolving 

Insolvency 

(formerly 

Closing a 

business) 

·Update of 

2007  

·Add 3 

countries 

·Reformerôs 

Club, and 16 

case studies 

·New ñAbout 

DBò chapter 

·Trends 

analysis 

DB04-DB09 

·Most 

popular 

reforms 

·Most 

effective 

reforms 

·Lessons 

learned 

·Add 3 new 

countries 

(Bahamas, 

Bahrain, 

Qatar) 

·Methodology 

change in 

Getting 

Credit (Legal 

Rights) 

·Business 

regulation 

and reform in 

the context 

of the global 

crisis 

·EWI and 

social 

protection 

·Worker 

Protection: 

Researching 

ILO core 

labor 

standards 

·Piloting a 

new 

infrastructure 

indicator 

·Add Cyprus, 

Kosovo 

·New metric 

on 5-year 

change at 

country level 

·Focus on 

reform 

results 

·Getting 

Electricity: 

added 36 

countries 

and indicator 

level ranking 

·Methodology 

review for 

Employing 

Workers 

indicator 

·Getting 

Electricity 

included in 

overall ranking 

·New metric on 

an economyôs 

distance to the 

frontier 

·Illustration of 

variability of 

performance 

across 

indicators 

·Access to 

information data 

·4 case studies 

on regulatory 

reform 

·E-chapters for 

indicators 

·Threshold 

applied to the 

TTR in Paying 

Taxes 5 
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1. Singapore 16. Georgia 

2. Hong Kong SAR, China 17. Thailand 

3. New Zealand 18. Malaysia 

4. United States 19. Germany 

5. Denmark 20. Japan 

6. Norway 21. Latvia 

7. United Kingdom 22. Macedonia, FYR 

8. Korea, Rep. 23. Mauritius 

9. Iceland 24. Estonia 

10. Ireland 25. Taiwan, China 

11. Finland 26. Switzerland  

12. Saudi Arabia 27. Lithuania 

13. Canada 28. Belgium 

14. Sweden 29. France 

15. Australia 30. Portugal 

12 EU economies are among the top 30 economies 

for the ease of doing business in DB 2012 

6 
6 



Strong global pace of reforms making business easier in 

2010/11: 245 Doing Business reforms in 125 economies 


